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The operation, safety and security of nuclear 
and radiation facilities and activities during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, Report by the Director 
General, GOV/INF/2020/8, 4 June 2020 

“The COVID-19 pandemic is a common 
concern. Response actions have been 
implemented by operating organizations and 
regulatory bodies in Member States to 
ensure safety, security and reliable 
generation of electricity, production of 
isotopes or supply of other relevant products 
and services to the extent possible. Supply 
chains, however, must continue to be 
monitored to ensure that latent risks from 
broader industrial shutdowns are properly 
managed to ensure future nuclear 
installations safety, security and reliability.”
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Why should we continually pay attention to the nuclear supply chain situation?
 
To date, the pandemic has not resulted in large scale enforced shutdowns of NPPs or major disruptions to outages or projects. This is due in part to operators’ proactive, dynamic response to the situation and limiting the scope of outages and refurbishment projects to essential tasks. But the pandemic has nonetheless had an impact, such as travel restrictions which have impacted the delivery of services and the manufacture of certain components. Although many activities may be carried out remotely, products still need to be handled locally and service-related activities to install, operate, maintain, test and inspect them are necessary.��There are also questions about how the situation in the nuclear supply chain market of products and services will change in the long term. For example, we hear about shortages of digital chips affecting the whole world. International conflicts, export control  and related topics are another area creating new supply hindrances. NPP owners and operators are therefore preparing for the any future situation considering the collected experience so far and managing risks for improved business continuity. Suppliers are equally considering the situation and evaluating both risks and opportunities. These questions require thorough consideration by IAEA Member States.
 
I quote the report GOV/INF/2020/8, 4 June, Report by the IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi that states: “The COVID-19 pandemic is a common concern. Response actions have been implemented by operating organizations and regulatory bodies in Member States to ensure safety, security and reliable generation of electricity, production of isotopes or supply of other relevant products and services to the extent possible. Supply chains, however, must continue to be monitored to ensure that latent risks from broader industrial shutdowns are properly managed to ensure future nuclear installations safety, security and reliability.”
 
 




IAEA COVID-19 RELATED RESOURCES
COVID-19 WEBPAGE: https://www.iaea.org/topics/covid-19

COVID-19 WEBINARS: 
https://www.iaea.org/topics/health/infectious-diseases/covid-19/webinars

COVID-19 OPEX NETWORK: 
https://www.iaea.org/resources/databases/covid-19-npp-opex

Report by the Director General, The operation, safety and security of nuclear 
and radiation facilities and activities during the COVID-19 Pandemic, 
GOV/INF/2020/8, 4 June 2020: 
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/20/06/govinf2020-8.pdf

Progress update II of the report: 
GOV/INF/2021/33-GC(65)/INF/7
Date: 26 August 2021:gc65-inf7-8-9_0.pdf (iaea.org)
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