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3 Bathing water quality and trends in the

2012 season

3.1 Overall bathing water quality in the
European Union

In 2012, the quality of %4 % of all bathing waters in
the EL met the minimum water quality standards
set by the Bathing Waber Directives (Figuare 31).
Bathing water quality increased by 1.8 percentage
points compared with results from 2011, and
increased by 2.8 percentage points compared

o AN The proportion of bathing wabers with
exoellent quality {or complying with the most strict
‘guide’ values) increased by ane percentage polnt
compared o 201, reaching T83 %

The shame of non-compliant bathing waters or walers
with poor water quality in 2012 was 1.9 %, which
represenied a (L2 percentage point increase from

A1, In A2, 40 bathing wabers were banned or
chosed (0.2 %), a significant drop in the number and
share of banned waters from 2011 when 207 bathing,
wabers were banned. The reasons a bathing water
site would be closed or classed a5 having poor
quality, are typically pellution due 1o heavy rain or
public construction works close (o the bathing water
site (for more explanation of the causes of pollution
and poor quality, see Chapier 51

In 2012, it was not pessible 1o classify the stahas

af 3.9 % of bathing waters either because of
insudficiently sampled waters, not sampled bathing
walers, new bathing waters or bathing waers with
changes. This represenied a 1.1 peroenitage point
diecrease from 2011,

Figure 3.1 Bathing water guality in the European Union in the 2010, 2011, and 2012 bathing
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Annex 1 Bathing water quality results in
2012
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Council Resolution of 22 July 1975 on the
technological problems of nuclear safety

* “the technological problems relating to
nuclear safety, particularly in view of their
environmental and health implications, call for
appropriate action at Community level ”

* “a harmonized approach to the problem at
Community level”

e “ltisincumbent on the Commission to act as a
catalyst ”
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Power has been resiored 10
the controd room of one of the
crippled reactors at the
damaged Fukushima Dal-ichi
nuclear piant as Japanese
Officiais say the number of
dead and missing topped e
22,000
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What EESC will look for...

Supports an ambitious revision of the Nuclear Safety Directive including the human
aspects that affect workers and the public, including health, stress, psychological
issues and distress.

Supports a stronger approach to harmonisation amongst Member States .
Problematic that not all MS have independent safety authorities with regulatory
responsibilities.

Public information and participation could be based on support for applying the
Aarhus Convention.

Strongly supports rigorous, EU level monitoring and verification mechanisms.

Close cooperation and information sharing, between operators, vendors, regulators
and European institution to be extended to the public and to staff particularly in
border areas.



ENEF Transparency Working Group

Establish a clear link with other EU legislation on governance principles, particularly
relating to hazardous materials, the precautionary principle, the polluter pays
principle, health protection and the protection of worker’s rights and human rights.

Ensure consistency with the Radioactive Waste Management Directive - ensuring the
provision of public information and participation in relation to nuclear safety.

Ensure ‘transparency’ is emphasised — a broader subject than just information to the
public — include access to information and publications of public or private experts.

Require MS to ensure that public and civil society organisations are actively
supported in developing, with the regulatory authority, participative processes for
establishing public involvement in planning, review and decision-making.

Require Member States to ensure adequate off-site, post- emergency planning, and
communication, including provision for EU-wide and international co-operation.



More and better dialogue

To converge and integrate at EU level

National - recognising differing cultural and
energy future landscapes

Multi-level, integrating national, regional,
metropolitan and local

Reconciling conflicting goals

A European Energy Dialogue — all energies, total
systems
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